'rg-'n:‘ “"i_-’"‘“*— "

-“1'&‘]‘. i

: A P h@'-\ﬁ\-\ﬂﬂu pr— _"
Graduate School Personal Statement GE 0
The personal statement is a chance for your graduate program to get a feel for you as a person and as a
student. This guide is designed to give you tips about how to craft a personal statement that both
describes yourself while also meeting the personal statement criteria that graduate school admissions

committees are looking for. The statement is your opportunity show how you stand out from other
applicants.

General Things to Consider...

7KH TXHWILRQ V EHLQJ DVNHG Some schools ask for a general, comprehensive statement while
others may pose specific questions.

= KR ZL00 UHDG \RXU VIDWHPHQW Your statement will most likely be read by professors within
that department. So, write as if your audience is a group of professorial and intellectual peers you

wish to join.

=~ KDW PDNHV \RX XQLTXH This is a chance for you to tell the committee something about
yourself that may not be evident from your transcripts, test scores, and recommendations.

= K\ \RX0YH FKRVHQ WKLV VSHFLILF SURJUDP The professors will want to know what it is about
their particular discipline or research that has drawn you to apply.

+RZ WKLV SURJUDP ZL00 IXUWKHU \RXU SURIHVVLRQDO0 JRDOV Be specific here. Avoid writing
vague premonitions about how graduate school will help you “find yourself.” Instead, explain your
specific professional goals that this graduate program will help you attain and how.

+RZ \RXUDGPLVWLRQ LV FRPSH00LQJ This statement is an opportunity to let the admissions
committee know why you are a great fit for their particular graduate program.

Some Do’s...
" R answer the question being asked.
" R tailor different statements for each program you may be applying to.

" R write with confidence. Stand by your statements by not focusing on weaknesses or explaining

them away. Allow the committee to hear your voice.

" R some research on the program you're applying to. It can help to know the types of work certain
professors are doing and why you're interested in working with them.




" R make your statement interesting. If you’re bored by how you’ve described yourself then the

committee will be too.

" R include the interesting parts of your life and how they’ve prepared you for your program.

Some Don'ts...




Topic sentences begin paragraphs by introducing the theme of the paragraph. A paragraph should

reach a resolution statement that allows for a transition to the next paragraph. This will help the

statement flow.




Your personal statement should sell yourself to the admissions committee as being passionate about a
particular subject, well-read, academically and personally accomplished, willing to take on challenges,
capable of interacting in a collegial manner with academic professionals, able to dedicate oneself to
research and a dissertation, and willing to be a strong representative of the program for the rest of
your professional life.

) XUWKHU $VVLVIDQFH: For more detailed help or if you have questions, visit the Writing Center located
in the Lewis University Library or call 815-836-5427.




